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DQ1
Discuss why it is important to understand how the people of the past understood the role of religion. How was it used? What purpose did it serve? What were some of its positive and negative aspects? (38)
Religion in the past regarded a structure of values, practices, and beliefs in terms of what a community signifies as considers spiritually significant and sacred. Religion was meant to set rules and guidelines on how to behave and what conducts to follow. Religion also served as a law in some communities where leaders and kings were appointed by religious leaders to instil accountability and offer guidance in the society. Religion in the past nominated leaders who could read the signs and interpret what their deities were communicating to them. Most customs in ancient times had polytheistic cultures, which is to say they believed in the worship of many gods each with their spheres of influence. The dominion of influence of these gods defined the life of the people. The god of war would mandate when to go to war, while the goddess of harvest would be praised and showered with sacrifices when the harvesting season approached. 
Religion served to isolate different faiths and preside over their transactions. Religion is attributed to providing an acceptable concept of behavior and deplorable notion and offered punishment and penance for atrocities committed. Harvests, ceremonies, victories in war and commerce are attributes that were in the direct tier of the gods they served. Religion in history created solid and robust ties within communities. Religion is also the reason behind religious killings in the form of sacrifices and wars. Opposing beliefs led to disputes which resulted in a lot of carnage and death. 
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